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8th Grade Quarter 1 

Writing  

Students will: • Write a narrative 

• Write dialogue 

• Establish a point of view 

• Create a plot diagram 

• Utilize prewriting 

• Editing and revision 

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

8 W 3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 
• Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 
 

 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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• Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

8 W 4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
(Level 3: Revise, Cite Evidence, Critique) 

Reflective Essay  
Write a response to the essential question: “What makes 
the rural setting unique to these stories?” Make sure to 
include words and phrases learned as part of word study, 
including figurative and connotative language. After your 
teacher reviews your first draft, work with a partner to edit 
and strengthen your writing. Be prepared to record your 
essay and upload it as a podcast on the class webpage for 
this unit.  
(W.8.4, W.8.9, SL.8.1, L.8.1, L.8.2)    
 
• Students will construct a timeline of a historical era being 
studied. 
• Students will construct charts and graphs using historical 
data.   
• Students will keep a record of observations, notes, 
sketches, questions, and ideas using tools such as written 
and/or computer logs.   
• Students will design a controlled investigation to support 
or reject a hypothesis.   
• Students will create innovative products or projects using 
digital tools to express original ideas.  
(SS08.S1C1.03, SS08.S2C1.03, SS08.S1C1.01, SS08.S2C1.01, 
SC08.S1C2.05, SC08.S1C2.02, ET08.S1C4.01) 
 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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8 W 5 

With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 
 
The development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
(Level 3: Assess, Critique, Revise) 

Writing an Argument 
What has been the most memorable presentation of rural 
America you have read? What made it memorable to you? 
How did having urban settings to contrast with help or 
hinder the powerful effect of the piece you chose? Write an 
argument and support your claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. (If needed, you may conduct brief 
research on your rural area choice and incorporate those 
facts into your argument).  Publish your story on a class 
blog and request feedback on the strength of your 
argument from your classmates. 
(W.8.1, W.8.7, W.8.5, W.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
 
Reflective Essay  
Write a response to the essential question: “What makes 
the rural setting unique to these stories?” Make sure to 
include words and phrases learned as part of word study, 
including figurative and connotative language. After your 
teacher reviews your first draft, work with a partner to edit 
and strengthen your writing. Be prepared to record your 
essay and upload it as a podcast on the class webpage for 
this unit.  
(W.8.4, W.8.9, SL.8.1, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
 
• Students will construct a timeline of a historical era being 
studied. 
• Students will construct charts and graphs using historical 
data.   
• Students will keep a record of observations, notes, 
sketches, questions, and ideas using tools such as written 
and/or computer logs.   
• Students will design a controlled investigation to support 
or reject a hypothesis.   

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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• Students will create innovative products or projects using 
digital tools to express original ideas.  
(SS08.S1C1.03, SS08.S2C1.03, SS08.S1C1.01, SS08.S2C1.01, 
SC08.S1C2.05, SC08.S1C2.02, ET08.S1C4.01) 

8 W 9a 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature 
For example, have students analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is rendered 
new. 
 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 
 
The development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
(Level 2: Infer, Interpret, Compare, Organize) 

Reflective Essay 
After reading various literature (fiction, poetry, plays, and 
non-fiction) about urban America, write a response to the 
essential question: “What makes the urban setting unique 
to these stories?” Make sure to include words and phrases 
learned from your reading, including figurative and 
connotative language. After your teacher reviews your first 
draft, work with a partner to edit and strengthen your 
writing. Be prepared to record your essay and upload it as a 
podcast on the class webpage for this unit. 
(W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.9, SL.8.1, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
 
 
 
Writing an Argument 
What has been the most memorable presentation of rural 
America you have read? What made it memorable to you? 
How did having urban settings to contrast with help or 
hinder the powerful effect of the piece you chose? Write an 
argument and support your claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. (If needed, you may conduct brief 
research on your rural area choice and incorporate those 
facts into your argument).  Publish your story on a class 
blog and request feedback on the strength of your 
argument from your classmates. 
(W.8.1, W.8.7, W.8.5, W.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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Reflective Essay  
Write a response to the essential question: “What makes 
the rural setting unique to these stories?” Make sure to 
include words and phrases learned as part of word study, 
including figurative and connotative language. After your 
teacher reviews your first draft, work with a partner to edit 
and strengthen your writing. Be prepared to record your 
essay and upload it as a podcast on the class webpage for 
this unit.  
(W.8.4, W.8.9, SL.8.1, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
 
• Students will construct a timeline of a historical era being 
studied. 
• Students will construct charts and graphs using historical 
data.   
• Students will keep a record of observations, notes, 
sketches, questions, and ideas using tools such as written 
and/or computer logs.   
• Students will design a controlled investigation to support 
or reject a hypothesis.   
• Students will create innovative products or projects using 
digital tools to express original ideas.  
(SS08.S1C1.03, SS08.S2C1.03, SS08.S1C1.01, SS08.S2C1.01, 
SC08.S1C2.05, SC08.S1C2.02, ET08.S1C4.01) 

8 W 10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

Reflective Essay/Narrative Writing/Multimedia Presentation 
Based on your experiences reading novels and viewing related 
films, as well as literature read this year, write a response to 
the essential question: “How can literature help us define the 
greater good?” After your teacher reviews your first draft, you 
may choose to write your own narrative that reveals your 
definition of “the greater good” or develop a multimedia 
presentation where this definition is implied. In your narrative 
or presentation, include references to specific examples of 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature.  For 
example, have students analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is rendered 
new. 
 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed.  
 
The development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
(Level 3: Develop a Logical Argument, Critique, 
Revise, Cite Evidence) 

what you learned from novels read and films viewed about 
characters, the impact of settings, and pivotal lines of 
dialogue. Incorporate a variety of words learned this year. 
Publish your essay, story, or multimedia presentation as your 
culminating project for eighth grade.  
(W.8.3, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.8, W.8.9, W.8.10, SL.8.4, SL.8.5, 
L.8.5, L.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3) 
 
Writing an Argument 
What has been the most memorable presentation of rural 
America you have read? What made it memorable to you? 
How did having urban settings to contrast with help or hinder 
the powerful effect of the piece you chose? Write an 
argument and support your claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. (If needed, you may conduct brief research 
on your rural area choice and incorporate those facts into your 
argument).  Publish your story on a class blog and request 
feedback on the strength of your argument from your 
classmates. 
(W.8.1, W.8.7, W.8.5, W.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2) 
• Students will construct a timeline of a historical era being 
studied. 
• Students will construct charts and graphs using historical 
data.   
• Students will keep a record of observations, notes, sketches, 
questions, and ideas using tools such as written and/or 
computer logs.   
• Students will design a controlled investigation to support or 
reject a hypothesis.   
• Students will create innovative products or projects using 
digital tools to express original ideas.  
(SS08.S1C1.03, SS08.S2C1.03, SS08.S1C1.01, SS08.S2C1.01, 
SC08.S1C2.05, SC08.S1C2.02, ET08.S1C4.01) 

 


